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Word to a ScCHISMATIGC 


Surely you ought to be rebuked for your ini- 


P's to your ſou! obliges me to reprove your ſin, 
quity ! Do you call Chritt your Lord, and 


yet, dare to rend his ſeamleſs coat, and deſtroy the 
communion of his ſaints! O cw: ſider this, ft be 


tear you in pieces, and there oe none to de ice you | 


Be aſſured, that where there is not the 
« TY of the ſpirit in the lona of Peace,” there 
is no true religion. FEnoy and rie and dir x, 


mew that we are carna“, notwithitand:ing all our pro- 


feſſions of the chriſtian faith. While we are prous, /- . 
willed and contentions, we do but flatter ourſelves with 
being Members of Chriſt, and children of God.” 
If we givide the affections of chriitians, or 
become makers of Pert, we ſurely are, God 
himſelf being the judge, the /c-//maticy and hey. tics 
his word condemns : and his word alone, can deter- 
mine what is iin or hercy; and what piniſh« 
ment will follow ſuch as v ickedly fall into ſo great 
an evil. 353 
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(4) 
The ſcripture aſſures us, that 4% true Chri- 
ſtians have one God and Father, and one Lord Je- 
Jus Cbriſti, who is in them all, and who is the 
glorious, living and only head of thoſe that truly 
believe in him. Likewiſe, that all real mem- 
bers of his body, are united in pure affection, by 
his Holy Spirit. Now where there is not this 
tender care one for another, there is /chi/m ; that is, 
an alienatin of affection: and wherever this inward 
diviſion, this 4% of libe one towards another, breaks 
forth into outtard firife and contention, it becomes 
hereſy. Þ 1 Cor. xii. 25. . 


It may be you have not conſidered theſe things in 
this ſcriptural light. Rather, you have thought that 
Sch;/m was a man's refuſing to join in yur wor- 
ſhip; and that Hereſy was his not believing yeur 
articles of faith. And the evil fruit of this may 
poſſibly have been, that you were poſſeſt of an an- 
ory, bitter zeal, againſt every man you ſuppoſed 
to have been a /chi/matic, Surely, if ſo, you 
have greatly erred ! You have found out new fins: 
ſins that are not ſpoken of in the Bible. 
And then, how eaſy it is to grow wiſer than 


the inſpired writers; and proceed even to mend 


what is written in the book of God ! But 
if we aad to that book, God will ſurely add to us 
all the plagues that are written in it! (Rev. Xxii. 
18.) Let us beware, left Chriſt ſhould give us 


up to a vile, perſecuting ſpirit, and ſuffer us to 


Þ+ See the firſt-Epiſtle to the Corinthions throughout, where 


ee ſhall find the meaning of ſchiſm is diviſion. Hereſy 
fegnifies a ſect or party, of every jort. 80 the chriſtians 


were called by the uſual term of a diſtinft hereſy, (Acts 
xx. 22. where we tranſlate il - ſect.) The meaning of 
the word Church, is a gathering together of people. 
See Acts xix. 32, 39, 40. where it is iranflated aſſem- 


bly, aud concourſe, or mo“. 


( 8. . * 


(5-3 


deſtroy the righteous from the earth, thinking there- 
by, to do him ſervice. What if we could ? ht, or 
arive all the fearfu/, the unteheving, or atominatle * 
into our church and party; yet, what manner of con- 
verts would theſe be? Certainly, they would be fit 
only for everlaſting deſtruction ; ſeeing a man 
muſt firſt renounce his conſcience and play the 
hypocrite, before he can give up what he believes 
to be t, or embrace what he thinks is wrong. 


Our Lord has clearly determined this point, 
if we will but yield ro his deciſion, He com- 
mands that we znvite and perſuade every creature 
to come to the geſpe/ feaſt ; and that we go after 
them, into a/ the world : but if any make light of 
his offered mercy, if they prefer their oxez and farms 
to the bleſſings of the goſpel, we are to be ſo far 
from driving them into his church, or perſecuting 
them for nor coMinc, that he expreſly forbids 
they ſhould even 1%“ of his ſupper. | Every ar- 
gument of rea/on and ſcriplure is to be tried to campe 
them to return to God : if poſſible, we are to p/uck 
them as brands out of the fire. F Afterwards, we are 
to leave them to ſtand or fall to their own Mafter ; 
and only pray for their converſion. Nay if a 
man were righteous in every other reſpect, and 
only ſo far a ſinner as to become a real Heretic, 
or party - mater; yet we are to be ſo far from 
cor ſtraining him to abide in our church and party, 
that after the firſt or ſecond admonition, (not to ſet 
one chriſtian's mind againſt another, nor ſtrive for 
one againit another,) we are to rohe, and leave 
* to himſelf. 1 He that hath cars to hear, let him 

art . | 
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Rev. xxi, 8. || Mark xvi. 15. Luke xiv. 16, &c. 
} 2 Cor. v. 11. Jude 23. Þ Titus ui, 10, 
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That we may ſtill have a more clear idea of the 
nature of /c>i/m, &c, let us remember, that the Co. 
ri tbians, who were the grand /ch//matics, were all 
of one Church: and either there was no dif/ention 
about firms or other outward circumſtances of re. 
ligion, amongſt them; or elſe it is plain, the apoſtle 
laid no ſtreſs on any thing of this kind; nor fo 
much as reckoned it a part of the goſpel he preach- 
ed, { 1 Cor. xv. 1.) Schiſm is, ſo far from 
being. the eating the outward communion of the 
church, that if any of that congregation had left 
it, befor re the divition began, it would have been 

impoſſible for ſuch to have been guilty of the 
ichiſm there ſpoken of. To have departed 
from the commanion of a chriſtian congregati- 
on, without Juſt cauſe, would have been a griev- 
ous crime: but ftill it would not have been the 
tin of ſcbiſn, any more than that of drunkenneſs or 
fornication. A man may become a /eparatift, or an 
aprflate ; yea, a very incendiary, a perſecutor, or a termpter, 
like his father the devil; but this is no: ' [ehif 7 it is 
a much greater offence, and a crime of a quite: 
different nature. Shim neceſſarily implies an 
outward union; and is, through a blind, miſ- 
taken zeal, for things or perſons, an inward *- 
cay of holy affefiin towards our. brethren ; aud 
hereſy is the fruit, the almoit inſeperable e 
of it; the breaking forth into ovtward- rife and 
contention 3 the crying, © 1 am of Paul, and 1 of 
Apol'es Here is boch /chiſm and hereſy too. Not 
but any of the Corinthians might have cleaved to 
the preaching of Paul, and have followed any 
peculiar mode of his; but they might not make 
parties for him. They might have choſen Apollos 
for their paſtor, but they might not ſtrive againſt 
Cetas. They might have joined with the church 
of Feruſalem, and have followed the peculiar 
mode of James, our Lord's brother; or have 
: | | | 3 united 


G31 
anited with the firit that were called Chriſtians at 
Anticch, and followed any external form amongſt them; 
but no one might make a party for or againſt another: 
This was what the Holy Ghoſt ſo ſeverely condemned. 
How greatly then, have we erred if we have ſuppoſed 
that /m was the going from this or the other church and 
party; and that Y conſiſted in any peculiar mode of 
wirſ/1p, or in what we may chance to call wrong 
ehinions 1 What havock has been, in all ages, made of 
the flock of Chriſt, by tn, and by all thoſe who, for- 


ſaking the oracles of God, ſet up commandments of 


their ton! What bloodſhed, what cruel, and more 
than heathen oppreſſion ot the innocent! and yet, 
for no other reaſon, than becauſe they would not de- 
file a pure conſcience, and obey men rather than 
God. But whiltt the righteous ſuffered, the wicked, 
the moſt abandoned of all, were, at the ſame time, 
allowed to wallow in fins of a crimſon die this was 
not bim They might break the laws of God, and 


church-unity was ſtill preſerved! But if thoſe that 
feared God, and to whom his precepts were dearer | 
than thouſands of gold and filver; if theſe dared. 


to reject the do ines f men, that they might ho/d. 
the mvſiery of the faith in a pure conſcience, they 
vere ſoon appointed as ſheep for the faughter — the cry 
was Ioud and inſtant away with juch fellows [ 


it is nit fit they fhould live. But what account. 


will their murderers give when God ſhall ſay, 
* Who has required this at your hands?“ 


And why all this fury and blood-ſhed ! Why. 


this unrealonable, unſcriptural, and even hellith 
deſtruction of God's people? When neither the arty, 
nor ce - being, of a church depends on our 
being all of one opinicn, or all following one way of 


| Pte ard ch; but o on our /oving one another, as 


* 


0 arc ed uð, and worſhipping him in ſpirit and in truth; 
Which a/oze conſtitutes the whole EssExSE of true re- 


ligion. As for the apoſtles, the men who had ſeen and 
—_ converſed 
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. yet he would not circumciſe Titus. (Gal. ii. „.) In- 
deed, for the moſt part, To them that were under 
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(8 | 
converſed with Chriſt himſelf, and who were peculiarlyſ 
endued with power from on high, it is evident, that 
they did not confine themſelves to any particular ont. 
war form of worſhip, or each uſe the very ſame, ei- 
ther in public or private, that another apoſtle obſerved, 
For we find the diſciples at Feraſalem were al Zealous of 
the ceremonial /:0;'(Afts xxi. 20 ) but the apoſtle of 
the Geiles would by no means ſuffer thoſe rites to 
be retained in his churches : no, not amongſt his jew 
converts: (Gal. iv. 10, 11. v. 2.) And though ina 
particular caſe, he circumciſed T:methy ; (Acts xvi. z. 


the ceremonial /aw, he was under the law ; to them 
that were without that law; he was without it alſo; 


_ (1 Cor. ix. 20, 21. ) condeſcending, in indifferent 
things, to the judgment of others, and the cuſtoms of 


the places where he preſided. Farther, in Acts x. 9. 
we read, that Peter went up upin the houſe top to 
pray, about the ſixth hour.“ This was a uſual time with 
the Jews for prayer; and the upper part of the houſe 
was the common place for their devotions but it Þ 
does not appear, that a// the apoſtles did this; or 
that Peter himſelf obſerved this hour, and retired to 
this kind of place, in every part of the world where 

he preached ; much leſs can we ſuppoſe, that thoſe i 
preachers, whom God' choſe from amongſt the 
Gentile: converts, that ey regarded any one peculiar Wi 
ceremony that the Jewiſh apoſtles might retain to 
the laſt : yet all chriſtians, in all times and places, 
worſhipped the ſame God and the Lord Jeſus Chriſt. 


If we allow that Chriſt taught his apoſtles the 
truth of his goſpel, and that their example is to be 
our pattern, let us but read what is written, and 
we ſhall find that they proclaimed every where, that 
men ſhould repent and believe the goſpel. If any op- 
poſed and blaſphemed, and ſo judged themſelves un- 
worthy of everlaſting life, they ſhook their rain! 

| | e and. 
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and departed from them: If any of their own flock 
turned the grace of God into wantonneſs, the reſt could 
have no fellowſhip with them. Si, and that only, 
made a breach between the church and any of its 
members. But as for external modes, or circumſtan- 
tials of religion, we do not learn, from ſcripture, 
that even any one of the apoſtles exactly followed 
the ſame method in all the churches he plant- 
ed. Forms and ceremonies might be modellized 
and adjuſted differently, according to the various 
cuſtoms and diſpoſitions of different countries, As 
for inſtance — In the eaſtern nations, the diſciples 

would naturally eat the Lord's ſupper in the ſame poſ- 
ture in which they were accuſtomed to take their com- 
mon meals, which was a recumbent poſture, almoſt 
lying down; others would, of courſe, take it ſitting ; 


others kneeling, or whilſt ſtanding up: each in the 


particular poſture he had been moſt accuſtomed to. 
In ſome places, where their wines were very 
ſtrong, they would naturally mix water, in celebra- 
ting the eachariſt ; in others, where their wines were 
weaker, it is reaſonable to ſuppoſe they would 0 
do it. In hot countries, were bathing was as 
cuſtomary, as for us to waſh our hands, they would 
naturally baptize by going into the water : in colder 
climates, they would as naturally uſe only ſprink- 
ling, as the virtue of that ordinance no more depended 
on the quantity of water, than the benefit of the 


| Lord's ſupper depended on the ze of the bread which 


was eaten. In one place they were accuſtomed to pray 


| ſanding ; in another, to worſhip fa/ling down to the 


ground, in another, to pray #nce/irg “*: ſo in every 
part of the world where the light of the goſpel 
ſhone, each might, more or leſs retain, in their reli- 
gious aſſemblies, their own accuſtomed poſture of 

e body, 
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_ * Mark xi. 25, Mat. xxvi. 39. Luke xxii. 41. 
I Cor, xiv. 2 5 | | 


(10) 
body, whilſt they all worſhipped the ſame living and 


true God, and behaved decently ; making no diſtur. 
8 in the congregation they united with, (1 Cor, 


4, $,— XIV. 20, 34) 


« To conclude, The apoſtles were, of all men, not 
fuperſtitious, or zealous, about any «u/ward form 
whatever; nor did thcy ever oppreſs any man's 
conſcience, or give the leaſt warrant for our in- 
termeceling with another's opinion; but expreſſy 
the contrary — & nt that te have adomi:ion over 
*r ai, faith the greateſt of all the a- 
poltles, (2 IH i. 24.) It a diſcip'e was ſeduced. 
by Tae teachers, or did otherwiſe amiſs, they 
warned him in the name of Chriſt, and mildly urged 
reajon and /criptu to convince him, (Gal. vi. 1. 
2 Tim. ii. 24.) If he became an zac/ater, or © denied 
the Fath cr 755 the Son,” or affirmed, “ tt Fejs 
2s nit tne Cr,“ or that he cvs not come in the 
fleſb ;“ this 1 of neceſſity, cauſe them to ſeparate 
from ach perſons for what fellowſhip could there 
be between Chriſt and Belial? Theſe were then, left 
to the judgment of God and their own conſcience. 
But ſtill, the apoſtles hurt no man; oppreſſed not even 
the worſt of all. If any that profciied the faith, 
committed a great offence, then by faith and prayer, 
the offender was delivered to /atar : (+ Cor. v. 4, 5.) 
not his BODY to p/4/9# or to death: this * the ſword 
of tic n the weapon of the car, d church, 
that having luſt the power of God, take up 
the /- 07, and 4:7 with fire as they ſee good : nay, 
ſo far were any of the true diſciples of Chriſt from 
being pcrſccutors_of their brethren, that whenever. 
evil was done againſt themleives, by their bit- 
tereſt enemies, they only belought the Almighty 
to take the cauſe in hand, and plead tor them 
againſt their oppieſſors, ( Acts id. 29 — Kn. 5.) 
As for DIFFERENT OPINIONS * one man believed b 
might eat all things ; another ate hir6s « one man Weg 


| ceived or rejected, approved or condemned, nothing 


(11) 5 


end day above another; ano ther efteemed every day a Ak. 
« Let every man, ſaid the inſpired writer, be fully 
« perſuaded in his own mind. But who art thou that 
« judgeſt another man's ſervant ? to his own maſter be 
« lands or falls, Rom. xiv. 4.“ oP 


If all parties and denominations of chriſtians, in- 
ſtead of upbraiding one another, with the uncha-- 
ritable term of /c>hi/matic or heretic, had but 
walked by this rule; and had let the unerring word 
of ſacred writ decide in all their controverſies : if 
all, or if any one chriſtian church, had dealt 
ſo faithfully with God and man as to have re- 


but according to the letter, the wnaltered, unmixed 
word of holy ſcripture, humbly read, and ſim- 
ply expounded, without art or force put on 
it: if all, or if any, had granted that juſt 
liberty of conſcience, which God has given to every d 

foul as an inheritance : if they had inveighed 
only againſt that ſchiſn, and that hereſy, which the 
ſcripture ſpeaks of, and have agreed to unite | 
in peace and good-will, in all ſelfedenial, and cruci- 

Hing of the fleſh; O how good and profitable. 
Gould it have been for the diſciples of that maſter, 
who is all holineſs and lobe, meekne/s and humility ; 
and whoſe real church is compoſed of none but thoſe 
who bear his bleſſed image, and are like bimſelf ! 
But where the vile diſſenter from God and his holy. 
word: diſſenters in uncleanneſs of heart, and e | 
of life: where theſe ſons of Belial, whoſe church 
is but the ſynogogue of ſatan, make laws of 
their own, and bind their burdens on others con- 
ſciences — they themfglves become the ſchiſmatical 
ringleaders of all diſturbance and confuſion. And 
Whatever ſuch may think, and however the carnal, 
the unjuſt and deluded, may applaud. them; 


yet unleſs they have dominion over a man's faith, 


. 


? (t 12 s ** 


and their laut ate binding to a foru 
. yo. Pete rw" neceffarlly be a di ſſenter from | 
ram _ Ainighty hümſelt. 5 I * | 


pulous con? 


"If any of us s then, have judged Waben. O. kt . 
repent of our own ſchiſm ;. our inward diviſions 
and want of love to our fellòw - chriſtians ! H we 
have made parties, crying up one teacher; and running 
down another: Let-us repent of oor own wicke 
bereſtes, and no longer judge our neighbour, but 
pray that our own heart may be changed, and that 
we may have ener to love ALL ae en the LD 
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